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But the idea was afterwards carried out in another way,
and on a grand scale, "by the Egyptian expedition under Sir
Samuel Baker.

From an early time the subject of Arctic exploration
had possessed a kind of fascination for English sailors. We
have already in the course of this narrative watched the
departure of Franklin and his companions on their disas-
trous voyage. The good hope with which Murchison hade
them. God-speed had slowly died away. In the same spirit
with which he in later years espoused the cause of Living-
stone he continued to hope when almost everybody else had
ceased to do so. In his address of 1857 to the Geographical
Society, he returned, but with mournful feelings, to the
sad though stirring story of Arctic search. He clung
to the hope that still in some less savage inlet a handful
perhaps of the lost ones of the 'Erebus' and ' Terror*
might be carrying on a precarious existence among friendly
Esquimaux. He had failed to induce the Government
to renew the search for the traces or records of the
missing ships, even though reliable information had been
obtained as to where the next efforts could probably be
successfully made.1 He now appealed to Ms countrymen
for their generous sympathy towards Lady Franklin. That
noble-hearted woman and devoted wife, undaunted by the
refusal of the Government, had herself, with such assistance
as her friends could give her, equipped yet another vessel,
the ( Fox/ which, under the command of an experienced
Arctic navigator, Captain M'Clintock, she sent forth to seek
once more for tidings of the fate of her husband and his

1 Tlie petition to the Ministry was drawn tip by Mm.rial kings visited by Speke and Grant   That project
